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Trial and Temptation
(James 1:12-17)

James, the Apostle suggests three import ways in order to
produce a mature faith.

1. Your faith can grow through God’s training

“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial that because,
having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life
that the Lord has promised to those who love him” (James 1:12.)

Here, ‘trial’ means the training that God gives us. Nothing can
grow without training. God knows perfectly what kind of training
we need, and what kind of training method can be the most
effective.

James, the Apostle says that blessed is one who perseveres
under trial (v.12). Those who

persevere God's training and stand the test just refer to how they love
God. The Lord promises the crown of life to those who love him. The crown
of life is the best blessing and glory that we can receive.

2. Your faith can grow by ignoring
temptations of the Satan

“When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is
tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does he tempt anyone” (James 1:13).

Here, ‘temptation’ that came from the
enemy Satan is translated into ‘temptation’
in the Bible written in English. When we are
tempted by something, we never say that we
are tempted by God. God cannot be tempted
by evil, nor does he tempt anyone. Temptation
never comes from God because it is just like a
trap set up to destruct and destroy someone.

3. We must know and believe that all
blessings come from God

“Don’t be deceived, my brothers and
sisters” (James 1:16).

We should not be deceived by a sweet
temptation of Satan. Our blessings come from
only God. By believing it, we can endure God’s
training well. After finishing the training
time, God will give us grace and victory. The
blessings that we are credited for and received
are perfect and there is not any sort of side
effect. But the thing that is tempted by the
world may temporarily give pleasure and
satisfaction but finally it may leave the root and curse for a long time to the
individual and home.

Therefore, no matter how big and beautiful it is before our eyes, if it does
not come from God, we should be able to refuse it, while if it comes from
God. Even though it seems to be small and shabby to our eyes, eventually we
should believe that it will be a perfect gift and receive it.

My beloved Christians,

What kind of test do you have now? Which temptation should you avoid?
By realizing that the perfect gift comes from God and passing through God’s
training well, I sincerely hope that you will accomplish a wonderfully spiritual
growth in the name of Jesus Christ.
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